
 
Community Water Filter Project  
 
Project Type: The water filter project is an on-going initiative which is an integral 
part of the Mayan Families Family Aid program. The funding for this project is 
entirely dependent on individual donors and there is currently no general funding 
to freely distribute water filters  as the need arises.  
 
Problem:  
Lack of access to clean drinking water affects the indigenous communities of the 
Lake Atitlan region acutely, leading to preventable yet fatal health concerns such as 
diarrhoea and malnutrition. According to WHO, the second highest leading cause of 
death in children under 5 is diarrhoea whilst 49% of the country’s children are 
affected by chronic malnutrition, making it the highest in Latin America and fourth 
greatest worldwide (PAHO, 2012). 
 
Around 100, 000 people rely on the Lake Atitlan as their primary drinking source, 
yet due to lack of sewage systems, this water is infested with pathogens leading to 
debilitating and often fatal disease (Chandra et al. 2013).  
To combat this problem in individual households, Mayan Families distributes water 
filters to rural and remote villages with no access to clean water and often no 
running water at all.  
 
The Sawyer water filters distributed by Mayan Families have long-term social, 
economic and environmental impacts on the entire family. They are an investment 
in the health and well-being of the family as they prevent these water-borne 
diseases which when unaddressed inhibit the capability for parents to go to work 
and children to attend school. These filters have a manufacturer’s lifespan of up to 
10 years and save money for the family that would be spent on either medical bills 
or fuel/wood to boil water.  From an environmental perspective, these water filters 
are highly sustainable as the only energy they utilize is gravity, whereas methods 
such as boiling water and purchasing bottled water have dire effects on our 
environment.  
 
Evaluation: The water filter project is consistently monitored through a monitoring 
and evaluation plan employed by the Family Aid department. This includes a 
number of measures such as monitoring of beneficiary households and their health 
status and revision of the water filters through testing on an intermittent basis. 
 
Sustainability: The distribution of water filters has a long-term impact as it ensures 
that children are able to receive an education and break out of the cycle of poverty. 
Through preventing water-borne disease, caregivers can work to support the 
children to continue with their schooling. Furthermore, these are an 
environmentally sustainable solution as opposed to purchasing or boiling water as 
aforementioned. The Mayan Families Water Filter Program also provides capacity 
building and income generation for our Carpentry Trade School, who participate 
through the construction of small stands which accompany each filter. 
 
Budget: Water filters are $121 per unit, which comes with a wooden stand, 
hand-crafted by our carpentry students.  

http://www.paho.org/saludenlasamericas/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_view&gid=132&Itemid=
http://66.128.53.23/~amsclaeg/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/reporteen.pdf
https://sawyer.com/international/products/sawyer-point-zerotwo-water-filtration-system-adapters/


A Mayan Families staff member conducting a training session with beneficiaries 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 


